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The Community Workshop and Training Center: Serving Adults with Disabilities for 50 Years Strong

PEORIA, Ill.-- Although not very well known, The Community Workshop and Training Center has overcome many obstacles, successfully giving adults with disabilities a chance to become an integral part of society.  Before CWTC surfaced, the public rejected those with disabilities, advising adults who had disabled children to put them in an institution where they would remain there for their entire lives.
In the early 1960s, a handful of parents seeking alternatives to the bleak lives that lay ahead for their children, decided it was time to change the negative stigma that society had cast on those with disabilities.  It was the insight of those parents and the staff that followed, to recognize that not only did disabled individuals have a success story in their future, but they could also effectively contribute to society.
Starting off, CWTC had only one employee and 13 clients.  Fifty years later they have grown to have more than 200 employees and 825 consumers.  Great leadership and a dedicated staff has attributed to CWTC’s success in providing service to those in need.  


Throughout the years, CWTC has maintained its goal to help disabled adults grow and live independently. According to Executive Director Gale Leiby one of the company’s greatest attributes is that its primary goal has never changed.
“Our goal is helping people help themselves” Leiby said. “Without the support of parents, strong community leaders and local legislators, CWTC would not have seen the prosperity that we have today.”
As a not-for-profit organization, CWTC offers support through community and employment services and community integration. Services are available for individuals 16 years of age and older with documented developmental disabilities, diagnosed reoccurring mental illnesses and physical disabilities. It focuses on offering support to those with a desire to live independently.
The organization incorporates a person-centered planning philosophy. This type of philosophy allows consumers of services the ability to set their own goals, while letting families, friends and others interested in the well being of consumers to participate in the program and service implementation process. For more information, visit www.cwtc.org or call CWTC at (309) 267-3866.
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